Book of Jonah, Session 1		A Reluctant Prophet
April 8, 2018

I.  Jonah is an excellent example of how to study the Bible using three basic keys.
	A.  Key One:  The Subject of the Bible is Redemption
		1.  Always ask, “Who or what is being redeemed?”
			a.  In Jonah, multiple redemption occurs.
				(1) The Sailors
				(2) The Ninevites
`				(3) The Prophet (great picture of Sanctification)
	B.  Key Two:  The First Theme of the Bible:  The Nature of God
		1.  Always ask, “What is being explained or exposed about the nature of God?”
			a.  In Jonah, a great deal is learned about what matters to God.
				(1) God loves the world and its sinners as well as the saints.
				(2) God pursues those who aren’t pursuing Him.
	C.  Key Three:  The Second Theme of the Bible:  The Nature of Man
		1.  Always ask, “What is being explained or exposed about the nature of Man?”
			a.  People can know more about God than they let on.
				(1)  The sailors fear God more than the prophet.
				(2)  The Ninevites’ theology is more accurate than Jonah’s.
		
II.  The Lessons of Jonah
	A.  Jonah is a lesson in Spiritual Arrogance
		1.  Who do we think is unworthy of God’s grace?
		2.  Whom might we hold in contempt?
	B.  Jonah is a lesson in How God Sees Wickedness.
		1.  The pity of God is exposed in this book.
	C.  Jonah is a lesson in the Profession of Faith
		1.  Just because the mouth professes does not mean the heart confesses.
	D.  Jonah is a lesson in Second Chances (…and third and fourth………)
E.  Jonah is a lesson in Exposing How Believers May Form God in Their Own
     Images.
	F.  Jonah reminds us that God’s people can be angry at Him.

III.  The Book of Jonah causes us to ask the question, “What about miracles?”
	A.  Many readers cannot get beyond the fish.
		1. “Is this Biblical submarine for real?”
	B.  Presuppositional Truth can countermand faith.
		1.  If someone presupposes, “Miracles can’t happen,” then facts won’t matter.

IV.  Compliance with God’s Commands can be counterintuitive.
	A.  Knowing this fact can be very helpful as we conduct our lives and service.
	B.  Obedience stares our complaints, hesitations and prejudices in the face.

V.   Some Applications are obvious.
	A.  If we had a contempt list, who’s on it?
	B.  Whom do we not love whom God does love?
	C.  “Stinking Thinking” can abound in the lives of believers.
	D.  “Here am I, send me” is honorable but also practical. 
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May the Mind of Christ my Savior

	1.  May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and pow’r controlling
  All I do and say.

2.  May the Word of Christ dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph
  Only through His pow’r.

3.  May the peace of Christ my Savior
Rule my life in every thing,
That I may be calm to comfort
  Sick and sorrowing.
	4.  May the love of Jesus fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
Him exalting, self abasing,
  This is victory.

5. May I run the race before me,
Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus
  As I onward go. 

6. May His beauty rest upon me
As I seek the lost to win,
And may they forget the channel,
  Seeing only Him. 
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