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I.  Lesson Needed to Understand the Message of the Book of Judges.


A. Judges is a mighty lesson in WHY people sin vs. WHAT sin is (law     
 
      breaking) and its consequences: “The wages of sin is death.”


1.  WHY?  Sin is attractive, enjoyable, rewarding (for the moment)




a. The attractive lifestyle of the Canaanites proved more 
 

                
dangerous than their military might.




b. Greatest threat to Israel was not Canaan’s army – it was their 

                 
religion.


B.  God uses oppression to bring repentance



1.  NT Parallels




a. 2 Cor. 7:10, “Godly sorrow brings repentance”




b. 2 Corinthians 12:7, “Thorn in flesh…”


C.  Did Not Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing, Deuteronomy 6:4-9



1.  What is the “The Main Thing” Today?




a. Matthew 22; James 2:8

II. Here Come The Judges:  Othniel; Ehud; Shamgar; Deborah; Barak:  Chaps. 3-5


A.  Purpose of the Judges:  Deliverance.  3:9,10



1.  Key Question, “Does Character Count?” vs. “What is He Full Of?” 


B.  When Left-Handed is Not “Sinister” and “Fat is Not Where It’s At”



1.  Ehud and Eglon 3:12

III. Slaves Again:  When the Israelites Got “Sold:” Chapter 4, Jabin and Sizer


A.  The Palm Court:  HQ of Deborah


B.  The Bible’s Most Noted “Scaredy Cat”:  Barak

IV. Deborah Sings a Solo:  Chapter 5
Praise to the Lord the Almighty

	1.  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

The King of creation.

O my soul, praise Him

For He is thy health and salvation.

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near.
Praise Him in glad adoration!

2.  Praise to the Lord

Who o’er all things so wonderfully reigneth.

Shelters thee under His wings

Yea, so gladly sustaineth.

Hast thou not seen 

How thy desires e’er have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth.
	3.  Praise to the Lord,
Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee.

Surely His goodness and mercy
Here daily attend thee.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do

If with His love He befriend thee.

4.  Praise to the Lord, 

O let all that is in me adore Him.

All that hath life and breath,

Come now with praises before Him.

Let the ‘amen’ sound from His people again,

Gladly for aye we adore Him.



